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platforms, do you not think that the movement is calculated to create ill-feeling
against those in authority without giving them suggestions as regards ways and
means to remedy the state of affairs which they are made to believe is attri-
butable to the existing Government?
That question assumes that nobody does really preach about
non-violence.
But I think you will agree, if I am not flattering you, that it wants Mr.
Gandhi in every quarter where there is trouble of one kind or other believed
to be consequent on the spread of the doctrine of non-co-operation?
I cannot flatter myself that it required my personal presence
everywhere to bring about a tranquil atmosphere because I know
there are many who have been able to bring about and retain that
atmosphere. I do believe that if the Government had allowed
Mr. Yakub Hassan to go to Malabar what had happened there
afterwards would have been prevented and I am positive that the
Government, instead of giving a change of air to Mahomed Ali
at Waltair, had invited him to Malabar, he would have brought
about perfect peace and many lives would have been saved and
many Hindu households would have been left undisturbed by the
Moplah fanatics.
But what do you think will be the effect on your movement of the arrest
of Mr. Mahomed Ali? Will it conduce to make the Mohammedan section
among your followers violent?
I hope not, and I believe that if India remains non-violent
and yet fan, I know swaraj is within sight. Seeing that Govern-
ment do not want to consult public opinion, the only alternative
left open to Government is to kill out those who represent that
opinion at least temporarily.
Is that what you say they are doing?
I have no doubt about it in my mind*
But so long as there are these big "IFs" underlying your ideal you will
not save people for fearing that, despite the best of goodwill in the world on
your part, there may be occasions for violence, when they have not your
philosophic temperament or strong will to keep them under control?
There always is the danger and no reformer has yet been able
to carry out his reform without large risks.
So long as there are such large risks, do you think Government is not
justified in fearing such measures as in their wisdom they think necessary?
Government cannot possibly be justified seeing that the Gov-
ernment are opposing the just aspirations of the people.